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Ocean CirculationOcean Circulation





THE MELTING ARCTICTHE MELTING ARCTIC





Projected summer seaProjected summer sea--ice depletionice depletion









ACIA Key FindingACIA Key Finding

“Marine species dependent on sea ice, “Marine species dependent on sea ice, 
including polar bears, iceincluding polar bears, ice--living seals, living seals, 
walrus, and some marine birds, are very walrus, and some marine birds, are very 
likely to decline, with some facing likely to decline, with some facing 
extinction.”extinction.”









Climate change is also 
projected to increase the 
frequency and severity of 
extreme sea-level events 
such as storm surges. 
This will exacerbate the 
impacts of sea-level rise.



West Nile Virus Northward to the ArcticWest Nile Virus Northward to the Arctic



ACIA: Key FindingACIA: Key Finding

“For Inuit, warming is likely to disrupt or “For Inuit, warming is likely to disrupt or 
even destroy their hunting and food even destroy their hunting and food 
sharing culture as reduced seasharing culture as reduced sea--ice causes ice causes 
the animals on which they depend to the animals on which they depend to 
decline, become less accessible, possibly decline, become less accessible, possibly 
become extinct.”become extinct.”



Arctic Photo Co.



The Protection of Indigenous populations is a  “sacred 
commitment” of states.

IACHR



Arctic Photo Co.

The American Declaration guarantees the right to the benefits 
of culture.



The American Declaration guarantees the right to use 
and enjoy the lands Indigenous People have traditionally 
occupied.



The right to use property without 
undue interference is among the 
“fundamental rights of man.”

IACHR



The American 
Declaration 
guarantees 
the right to 
the 
preservation 
of health.



The rights to life, physical integrity and 
security is necessarily related to and 
dependent upon one’s physical environment.
IACHR

Arctic Photo Co.



The American 
Declaration protects 
Indigenous Peoples 
right to their own 
means of subsistence.



“The use and enjoyment of the land and its resources are 
integral components of the physical and cultural survival of  
the Indigenous communities.”

IACHR



Every state has an obligation to not knowingly allow its 
territory to be used for acts contrary to the rights of other 
states.                                                         ICJ

This responsibility extends to 
regulating private actors within 
state jurisdiction who are 
contributing to the problem.

IACHR



Indigenous 
Peoples should 
not be forced 
to assimilate 
with other 
culture in 
ways and on a 
schedule not 
of their 
choosing.
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